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HOGSETT DISCUSSES ONGOING PROSECUTION OF

DEFENDANTS IN KILLING OF 

OFFICER BRENT LONG

First of seven defendants enters guilty plea, more expected in coming days

PRESS RELEASE

TERRE HAUTE – Joseph H. Hogsett, United States Attorney, announced today the
guilty plea of Scott Griffy, age 40, on charges of illegally selling the firearm used by Shaun
Seeley in the killing of Terre Haute Police Officer Brent Long on July 11 of this year, as well as
the possession of a firearm and ammunition as a convicted felon. This follows an ongoing
investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco Firearms and
Explosives, and the Terre Haute Police Department.

“With these prosecutions, we are sending a serious message that if you are terrorizing
your community or threatening the safety of law enforcement officials, you are going to face
federal charges,” Hogsett said. “And as Mr. Griffy has learned, if you assist the ‘worst of the
worst,’ if you lie or provide help to these criminals, you are going to face federal charges all the
same, and you are going to prison for a long, long time.”

On July 11, 2011, Officer Brent Long and his K-9 partner, Shadow, entered a Terre Haute
residence while serving a warrant on Shaun Seeley for a felony probation violation. Gunfire was
heard outside the residence, and after law enforcement officers entered the house, Officer Long
was recovered and Seeley, dead of an apparently self-inflicted gunshot wound, was identified.
Officer Long passed away as a result of his injuries.

Since then, an extensive investigation into Officer Long’s death has led to the indictment
of seven Terre Haute residents. Five individuals, Heather Elkins, 23, Charles Elkins, 23, Roberta
Utterback, 51, Jenny Torres, 23, and Jesse Padgett, 21, were all charged with making a material
false statement to law enforcement in relation to the events of that day. 
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Two individuals, Scott Griffy and Brad “Pappy” Keller, 48, face charges in connection
with their alleged illegal possession and sale of the weapon used in the shooting.

In addition to Griffy, three other defendants have scheduled hearings over the next two
days, and all have filed motions with the court petitioning to enter a plea of guilty.

“While I am pleased that Mr. Griffy will be held responsible for his actions, this office
will not rest in our efforts to hold accountable all those whose apparent contempt for the law
contributed to the tragic events of that day,” said Hogsett. “The U.S. Attorney’s Office will
continue to work with federal and local authorities to investigate and prosecute any and all
individuals found to have participated in criminal activity related to the shooting.”

An indictment is only a charge and is not evidence of guilt. A defendant is presumed
innocent and is entitled to a fair trial at which the government must prove guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt.

###

Griffy.20111212.wpd

-2-


